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REVENUE LAWS AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2004 
Committee 

The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the Chair; Hon Nick Griffiths (Minister for Housing and 
Works) in charge of the Bill. 

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed. 

Clause 5:  The Glossary amended - 
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I do not intend to filibuster my own Bill.  However, in his second reading contribution 
yesterday, Hon Alan Cadby asked a number of questions.  One of them related to an aspect of clause 5.  In my 
response, I inadvertently failed to respond to one of his questions on that, which I will do now.  Hon Alan Cadby 
asked what the term “permanent” meant in relation to the definition of conservation covenant in proposed 
paragraph (b) in the glossary.  I did not provide that answer yesterday and I regret that inadvertent omission.  
The Department of Conservation and Land Management has advised that “permanent” in the context of a 
conservation covenant refers to the covenant being in perpetuity on the title, if possible, with no closing date.  A 
covenant can be removed only with the written agreement of both parties; that is, the covenanting organisation 
and the owner.  It is envisaged that covenanting organisations will agree to the removal of the covenant only 
when an event means that the property will lose its conservation value and when the event is outside the owner’s 
control; for example when the conservation value of the bushland could be impacted on by dieback or salinity.  I 
trust that answers the honourable member’s question clearly.  

Clause put and passed.  

Clauses 6 to 19 put and passed. 

Clause 20:  Section 75AG replaced - 
Hon ALAN CADBY:  In the minister’s response to the second reading debate yesterday he said that he would 
expand on the minimum age that a person will be eligible for special conditions for first home buyers.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  In my reply to Hon Alan Cadby I said the advice given to me was that the minimum 
age is 18.  However, subsequent advice was to the effect that an element of discretion will be allowed.  At 
present, there is no age limit.  However, it is proposed in legislation that I hope will find its way before this 
House in due course, without alluding to debate in another place, that an applicant for a first home owner grant 
must be at least 18 years of age.  However, it is proposed that such legislation will also contain a provision to the 
effect that the commissioner may exempt an applicant from the requirement to be at least 18 years of age if the 
commissioner is satisfied that the applicant intends to comply with the residence requirements and the 
application does not form part of a scheme to circumvent limitations.  In other words, it must be a bona fide 
application.  The proposal will have fairly wide discretionary aspects to it.  The honourable member gave an 
example yesterday.  Without alluding to debate in another place, my reading of the proposal is that the 
honourable member’s example would fall within the commissioner’s discretion.  

Clause put and passed.  

Clauses 21 to 39 put and passed.  

Title put and passed.  
 


